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law's rigour against Popery in this kingdom, I am confident
it was done for very wise reasons, considering the situation
of affairs abroad at different times, and the interest of the
Protestant religion in general. And as I do not find the
least fault in this proceeding; so I do not conceive why a
sunk discarded party, who neither expect nor desire any-
thing more than a quiet life; should under the names of
highflyers, Jacobites, and many other vile appellations, be
charged so often in print, and at common tables," with
endeavouring to introduce Popery and the Pretender; while
the Papists abhor them above all other men, on account of
severities against their priests in her late Majesty's reign ;
when the now disbanded reprobate party was in power.
This I was convinced of some years ago by a long journey
into the southern parts ; where I had the curiosity to send
for many priests of the parishes I passed through ; and, to
my great satisfaction found them everywhere abounding in
professions of loyalty to the late King George; for which
they gave me the reasons above-mentioned; at the same
time complaining bitterly of the hardships they suffered
under the Queen's last ministry.

I return from this digression to the modest demands of the
Presbyterians for a repeal of the Sacramental Test, as a re-
ward lor their merits at the Restoration and the Revolution;
which merits I have fairly represented as well as my memory
will allow me. If I have committed any mistakes they
must be of little moment. The facts and principal cir-
cumstances are what I have obtained and digested, from
reading the histories of those times, written by each party;
and many thousands have done the same as well as I, who
I am sure have in their minds drawn the same conclusions.

This is the faction, and these the men, who are now
resuming their applications, and giving in their bills of
merit to both kingdoms upon two points, which of all others,
they have the least pretensions to offer. I have collected
the facts with all possible impartiality, from the current
histories of those times; and have shewn, although very
briefly, the gradual proceedings of those sectaries under the
denomination of Puritans, Presbyterians, and Independents,
for about the space of an hundred and eighty years, from the
beginning of Queen Elizabeth to this present time. But,